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Press Release for Immediate Distribution

Concordia University Hosts a Public Debate

Culture Shock: The Urban Aboriginal Experience

Montreal, February 20, 2009 – The School of Community and Public Affairs of Concordia University is organizing a public debate on the experiences of Aboriginal peoples in urban centers.  The discussion will focus on the social conditions and cultural barriers encountered by many Aboriginals as well as possible solutions.  The efforts by government and social organizations to assist Aboriginals living away from their communities will also be discussed.

The debate will take place March 3, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in the Atrium of the Samuel Bronfman Building, 1590 Dr. Penfield (corner Côte-des-Neiges). 

Panelists include:

· Edith Cloutier, Executive Director of the Val-D'or Native Friendship Centre

· Mr. Ghislain Picard, Regional Chief of Quebec and Labrador

· Nakuset, Executive Director of the Montreal Native Women's Shelter
● Moderator: Debra Arbec, CTV News

The School of Community and Public Affairs of Concordia University:

For many years, the School has been an important site for bilingual public policy dialogue and debate. Students, members of the public, and media representatives are invited to participate.

For more information:

Lisa Montgomery : (514) 482-4975
Adrienne Campbell: 514-386-8366

scpa301@googlegroups.com

