October 29, 2010

Paul Turmel

Executive Director
Les Services parajudiciaire autochtones du Quebec
Native Para-Judicial Services of Quebec

190 chef max Gros-Louis Street

Wendake (Quebec)

 G0A 4V0
M.  Paul Turmel:

I am writing to you on behalf of (Name of Organization). We have recently been informed that providing court accompaniment outside the area of criminal justice is not part of the Native Para-Judicial Services (NPSQ) mandate. A vital need has been identified which is not adequately managed by the Aboriginal service providers in the Quebec region due to the lack of resources. We, therefore, request that you address this noticeable gap in available services by widening NPSQ’s mandate to include support for Aboriginals who are involved in Family and Youth Protection cases.  
According to Batshaw Youth and Family Centers, in the month of June 2010, there were 22 Aboriginal children in care. This number alone significantly identifies a need for additional aid. Furthermore, the numbers will undoubtedly increase in the near future due predominantly to economic factors. The Native Women’s Shelter of Montreal (NWSM) is one particular organization that is struggling to meet the needs of their clientele in the area of court accompaniment. Although, the Outreach Worker of NWSM is providing this service to its clients (females only), a skilled NPSQ worker would provide an optimal level of service in the sector of family law and youth protection which would ultimately diminish the level of confusion, stress and trauma on the individual and family implicated.

The services provided by NPSQ workers are crucial, not only in criminal cases but also in family law due to their complex nature. In closing, we trust that you understand of the urgency of this matter and will facilitate the expansion of NPSQ workers capacity to assist Aboriginals who are currently facing legal issues.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

In the spirit of healing,
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